from the Visigothic churches of Northern
Spain, Mr. HavelFs contention that it
came from India would have been worth
considering, if his examples which are
Ganesha and Bihxna Rathas in Madras,
were not carved out of stone,

0 Another feature of
Mesopotamian origin in the mosque is the
corkscrew minaret which like its proto-
type stands opposite the qibla-wall in the
ziyada. Its total height is 1*30 feet, but
unlike the minaret of Abu Dulaf in Meso-
potamia is made of hard limestone and
has a square lower portion. Above this
square lower portion is built a circular
stage round which runs an open staircase.
Above the round stage are two polygonal
stages rather different in design from the
rest and of a much later date. Cresswell
thinks that originally the minaret was
entirely circular and therefore the square
portion is the later addition. In the liwan,
the mihrab is undoubtedly the most attrac-
tive feature. Its upper semi-dome portion
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